Greetmgs and best wishes to all our family and friends for

Ch;‘lstmas 2011

The whole family got together in Loweswater in May to celebrate my 60"
The event was very nearly a ‘sixty at sixty’ as so many of our friends were able to join us on the day.

(I’m the young looking one in the middle with the big 60 badge by the way). A grand effort by everyone
meant the day was a great success and a special thanks to Jenna who organised a video-snapshot of family
photos over the years, beautifully set to music that also spanned the decades.

The celebrations actually started last Christmas which was my real birthday. The present of tickets from our
four children for a hot air balloon ride in early May found Ann and | flying high over the South Lakes and
afterwards drinking champagne to toast the achievement. Finally, all the family gathered here for the big
celebration over Whit weekend. A wet and windy week suddenly cleared late morning to allow the outside
barbecue and celebrations to go ahead as planned. We couldn’t have organised that bit any better if we tried.

As with many of our adventures and
exploits, we’ve committed many of
the photos to the ‘net.

Check out
www.loweswatercam.co.uk
where more pictures of the flight,
Jenna’s video, photos of the
celebrations and most of our walk
reports are available for you to see.
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http://www.loweswatercam.co.uk/

What of the other News ?

The greenhouse which was
partly built in May when we
had the party was completed
shortly after. Despite the late
start it has provided a
reasonable amount of produce
which has been enjoyable if
not profitable. A full year in
2012 should pay dividends by
extending the growing season
in this rather cool, northern
Lake District climate.
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this year, many of which
involved our good friends Jo,
John and lan, plus other
friends and visitors, many of
whom we have got to know by
virtue of the fellwalking club
or our Loweswatercam website

The On-line Fellwalking Club,
or OFC as it is more usually
known, reached the grand old

age of 10 years this spring.
The anniversary was suitably
celebrated by members with a
walk and an evening meal in a
local Borrowdale hotel. Peter
Burgess, the founder all those
years ago, gave a suitable
speech in response to John’s
initial welcome.

The weather was also kind
this year to the local
Loweswater Show, a classic
Lakeland agricultural show
held in the valley. Again when
needed, the sun came out and a
great day was had by all.

We enjoyed our visits to the
children and grandchildren
over the year.

Our oldest grandson, Jack, is
now in 2" year sixth form and
his two older brothers also
attend the Royal Hospital
School near Pin Mill. The
youngest, Alexander, is doing
well in junior school.

Thomas and Abigail are in
Tickhill, with Tom enjoying
his first year secondary school.
Time doesn’t half fly by !

Bethan and Harry on Mellbreak

Of the grown-ups, Richard is
currently on another tour of
duty, this time medically
overseeing the anti-Somalian
pirate initiative. Al spends so
much time flying the globe
with his engineering job that it
makes our recent holiday to
New Zealand look like a day
out. Cathy and Paula continue
on as normal, busy as always.
Gareth has a temporary change
of job as he has been seconded
to Manchester to help with a
special project within the bank.
He and Kathryn hope to set up
home together once the job is
completed. Jenna has done
well, collecting another green
award recently as part of her
job in Peterborough. B.t.w. she
has just moved house again.

Our major holiday this year,
as we hinted earlier, was to
New Zealand. A week on
North Island and three on
South Island allowed us to
meet loads of people, see the
glaciers, the fiords and the
wildlife. A great holiday to
draw to a close what has been
a good year in Loweswater.




